The Dedication of the Church
ately set about the business of selecting a site for the church. This
was quickly done and its erection was put in hand at once. It was
to be made of wood, as were all the buildings in the city, and as
wood of the most excellent quality was easily obtainable, it was
estimated that in two months it would be complete. While this
work was going on, Manrique heard many confessions and bap-
tized a large number of children and wives. It was the first week
in August and the rain came on again with all its violence. Arakan
is notoriously unhealthy during the monsoon. For those unused to
its fevers it can be deadly. Manrique, tired by his journey and
overstraining himself now by listening long hours to the frantic
confessions of men for years deprived of spiritual reassurance, fell
an easy prey to the malarial mosquito.
At first he struggled against the fever and continued his labours.
There was no Portuguese doctor in the place and he had no faith in
Arakanese medicine, so he had himself bled and took what reme-
dies his own knowledge suggested, but grew weaker and weaker,
until it seemed he was dying.
News of his grave condition reached the King, whohad returned
from the Mahamuni and was in residence at the palace. His
Majesty immediately ordered the royal physician to attend him,
which again was in accordance with the rules governing the recep-
tion of ambassadors. This man eventually cured him in October.
It seems that he used a remedy, the secret of which is now lost.
This was the root of a plant found only in Java and the Celebes,
which Manrique calls lucerrage. It was not available generally in
the market, being only procurable on an order from the local
potentates of the Spice Islands. This root, ground with water, was a
potent drug, not only in the treatment of fevers but also in cases
of snake-bite or poisoned arrows. 'It produces such miraculous
results, that I could never have believed them, nor dared to men-
tion them, had I not witnessed them myself/ writes Manrique.
He then goes on to relate how a certain Dom Philippe Lobo,
Commander-in-Chief at Macao in China, put in to Macassar in the
Celebes whose king made him a present of some lucerrage. To
demonstrate its extraordinary powers, the king arranged the fol-
lowing experiment. A condemned criminal was sent for and
pricked with a poisoned dart. The wretch began foaming at the
mouth and within a few minutes was writhing on the floor. He
was given a drink of the lucerrage drug and in a short time was
perfectly recovered. To prove that the experiment was no piece of
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